
Empowering Libraries to Inform, Enrich, and Engage



 2,431,257 Adult Books
 1,274,962 Children’s Books
 85,087 Other Print Materials
 2,925,814 Electronic Materials
 610,807 Other Materials

 11,151 Adult Programs
 19,540 Children & Teen Programs
 903 Other Programs

 2,524,970 Adult Books
 2,383,754 Children’s Books
 3,068,707 Other Materials

Library Programs 2014:  
Engaging the Community

Library Collections 2014:  
Unlimited Possibilities

Total Circulation 2014:  
What Westchester Checked Out

The Celebrating Westchester 
Libraries Breakfast during  
National Library Week 
featured journalist and  
author Frank Bruni. 

Nearly 200 youth grades  
4–9 participated in the first  
ever WLS Battle of the Books,  
a book trivia competition.  
Teams representing 16  
libraries participated in a final  
competition held at Scarsdale 
High School on October 18, 
2014. Ossining Public Library 
(6th–9th Grade Team) and 
Bronxville Library (4th–6th 
Grade Team) took home First 
Place trophies, and Ardsley 
(4th– 6th Grade Team) and 
Briarcliff Manor (6th–9th  
Grade Team) took home 
Second Place Trophies. 

Adults at Hendrick Hudson Free Library were guided by a a 
teaching artist to explore the art of drama reading. They, studied, 
rehearsed and staged a public reading of Twelve Angry Men—
launching a community theatre program at the Library. The 
program was made possible with a WLS Unlimited Possibilities 
Mini-Grant. 

The 2015 Learning 
Ambassador Program served 
21 high school students. 
During the spring term they 
participated in a series of full 
day training and did 16 hours 
of volunteer work to prepare 
them to create, promote and 
deliver summer programs  
in the library. Working in  
9 WLS partner libraries and  
the Greenburgh Central 7  
Early Childhood Center,  
the Learning Ambassadors 
engaged children in reading, 
math and science literacy 
programs this summer. 

Tom Abinanti, NYS Assembly, 
Committee on Libraries 
and Education Technology, 
chair; Sandy Galef, NYS 
Assembly; Judith Johnson, 
NYS Regent, and Steven Otis, 
NYS Assembly are celebrating 
Unlimited Possibilities at  
Westchester Libraries! 

Recent WLS Highlights
For over 50 years, the partnership between Westchester Library System (WLS) and the 
County’s 38 public libraries has provided Westchester residents with the best in library 
services, open access to technology and free programming for anyone who lives or 
works in the County. This strong partnership proves that there is strength in numbers; 
shared resources save libraries thousands of dollars and offer patrons more options 
that would be difficult, if not impossible, for independent stand-alone institutions. 

System Wide Statistics
7,448,874 Number of 
library visits in 2014

1,515,423 Number of 
questions answered by 
library reference staff  
in 2014 





Thank you for your support! 
Westchester Library System extends its sincere appreciation to the following government agencies, corporations, 
foundations, and individuals for their generosity and support of our mission. Contributed support plays a critical 
role in sustaining and growing WLS services for Westchester partner libraries, businesses, and all County residents.

January 2014- September 2015

Government
County of Westchester
County of Westchester Department 

of Senior Programs and Services 
New York State Library, Division  

of Library Services
U.S. Institute of Museum and  

Library Services

Business, Corporations and 
Foundations
AARP Foundation
All Island Courier*
Alvanon**
The ARC Westchester*
Bedford Hills Library*
Brother USA**
Con Edison
Eastchester Library*
EBSCO Information Services*
Entergy
Field Goods*
The Field Library (Peekskill)* 
Friends of the Mt. Vernon Library*
Friends of the Somers Library* 
Gallin Beeler Design Studio
Gannett Foundation
Hendrick Hudson Free Library Board 

of Trustees*
Hope for Youth Foundation
Hudson Health Plan

Individuals
Mary Amato
Patricia Braja
Sharon Brand
Elise Burke
Dave Donelson
Catherine A. Draper
Mary Esbjornson
Deborah Fay
Patricia Fontanella
Hope Furth
Dr. LaRuth H. Gray
Chris Hansen
Barbara Hickernell
Dr. Norman Jacknis
Dr. Naseem Jamali
Dr. Terry L. Kirchner
Joseph Krakow
Susan Leiter
Patricia Lindemann
Dinah L. Moche
Patricia Murdock
Michael Murray
Sue Neale
Erin Prendergast
Lisa Rose
Jane Sapery
Edris Scherer
Cherie Gillette Sigward
Luke Vander Linden
Jacqueline Vedder
Mary Ellen Walsh
Mary E. Warden
Peter Williams

H.W. Wilson Foundation
IBM Corp.
India Center of Westchester
Infante Immigrant Connection, Inc.
Jill Singer Graphics*
Katonah Village Improvement 

Society*
Larchmont Public Library*
Liberty Mutual*
Library Ideas
Lothrop Associates LLP Architects*
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus 

Foundation
Open Door
Reforma
Scarsdale Public Library*
Sheraton Tarrytown*
Sirsi Dynix
Strategic Management Exchange*
Stop & Shop
TD Charitable Foundation
The Thomas and Agnes Carvel 

Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank
Westchester Community 

Foundation*
Westchester Hispano Newspaper
Westchester Toyota
West Harrison Agency*
White Plains Library Foundation*
Williams Raveis Legends  

Realty Group*

 * Journal Ad

 ** In-kind support 

Honor and Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Ralph Othouse 

An Honor or Memorial Gift offers a 
thoughtful, caring way to remember a  
loved one or special occasion while 
contributing to our mission of open access 
to life-long learning, technology and 
informational resources. Please contact  
Pat Braja: pbraja@wlsmail.org or  
914-231-3241 for more information.

Our Program Partners
AARP Tax Preparation
American Library Association
Consumer Reports, Consumer 

Health Choices Program
The Digital Arts Experience
Family Ties of Westchester
Great Potential Program,  

Purchase College
Greenburgh Central 7 Early 

Childhood Center (Head Start)
Lifetime Arts, Inc.
Manhattanville College
METRO
Palmer School of Library and 

Information Science, LIU
University of Fashion
Westchester Community College
Westchester Independent Living 

Center
Westchester Public/Private 

Partnership for Aging Services
Westchester/Putnam Workforce 

Investment Board

WLS Board Of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees are 
elected for a 5 year term to 
represent the 15 library districts 
within Westchester County.

District I: Croton, Montrose, 
Yorktown Deborah Fay 

District II: Briarcliff Manor, 
Ossining, Tarrytown  
Barbara Hickernell 

District III: Bedford Hills, 
Chappaqua, Katonah, Mount 
Kisco Luke Vander Linden

District IV: Lewisboro (South 
Salem), North Salem, Somers 
Edris Scherer 

District V: Armonk, Bedford 
Village, Mount Pleasant, 
Pound Ridge Patricia W. 
Fontanella 

District VI: Ardsley, Dobbs 
Ferry, Greenburgh, Hastings, 
Irvington Naseem Jamali 

District VII: Harrison, Purchase 
Dave Donelson 

District VIII: Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck, Scarsdale  
Sue Neale 

District IX: Bronxville, 
Eastchester, Pelham, Tuckahoe 
Catherine A. Draper

District X: Port Chester, Rye 
Brook, Rye City, Rye Town 
Alex Payan 

District XI: White Plains  
Hope Furth 

District XII: Peekskill  
Norman Jacknis 

District XIII: Mount Vernon  
Chris Hansen 

District XIV: New Rochelle  
Dr. La Ruth Gray 

District XV: Yonkers  
Mary B. Amato 

Every effort has been made to insure the accuracy of this list. We apologize for any error or omission. Please contact Pat Braja, Director of Development with any corrections.



Ardsley Public Library
ardsleylibrary.org

North Castle Public Library
northcastlelibrary.org

Bedford Free Library
bedfordfreelibrary.org

Bedford Hills Free Library
bedfordhillsfreelibrary.org

Briarcliff Manor Public Library
briarcliffmanorlibrary.org

Bronxville Public Library
bronxvillelibrary.org

Chappaqua Library
chappaqualibrary.org

Croton Free Library
crotonfreelibrary.org

Dobbs Ferry Public Library
dobbsferrylibrary.org

Eastchester Public Library
eastchesterlibrary.org

Greenburgh Public Library
greenburghlibrary.org

Harrison Public Library
harrisonpl.org

 

Hastings-on-Hudson Public 
Library
hastingslibrary.org

Irvington Public Library
irvingtonlibrary.org

Katonah Village Library
katonahlibrary.org

Larchmont Public Library
larchmontlibrary.org

Lewisboro Library
lewisborolibrary.org

Mamaroneck Public Library
mamaronecklibrary.org

Hendrick Hudson  
Free Library (Montrose)
henhudfreelibrary.org

Mount Kisco Public Library
mountkiscolibrary.org

Mount Pleasant Public Library
mountpleasantlibrary.org

Mount Vernon Public Library
mtvpl.org

New Rochelle Public Library
nrpl.org

Ruth Keeler Memorial Library 
(North Salem)
keelerlibrary.org

Ossining Public Library
ossininglibrary.org

The Field Library (Peekskill)
peekskill.org

Town of Pelham  
Public Library
pelhamlibrary.org

Port Chester-Rye Brook
Public Library
portchester-ryebrook 
library.org

Pound Ridge Library
poundridgelibrary.org

Purchase Free Library
purchasefreelibrary.org

Rye Free Reading Room
ryelibrary.org

Scarsdale Public Library
scarsdalelibrary.org

Somers Library
somerslibrary.org

The Warner Library  
(Tarrytown)
warnerlibrary.org

Tuckahoe Public Library
tuckahoelibrary.org

White Plains Public Library
whiteplainslibrary.org

Yonkers Public Library
ypl.org

John C. Hart Memorial  
Library (Shrub Oak/ 
Yorktown)
yorktownlibrary.org

Westchester  
Library System
540 White Plains Road 
Suite 200
Tarrytown, NY 10591
914.674.3600
westchesterlibraries.org
Twitter: @WestLibSys

Westchester Library System is a tax- 
exempt organization registered with the 
NY State Attorney General’s Charities 
Bureau, 120 Broadway, 3rd Floor, New 
York, NY 10271. Copies of the latest 
financial statements are available upon 
request from the NY State Charities  
Bureau or from Westchester Library 
System. Contributions are tax-deductible 
to the extent allowed by law.

Our Mission
Westchester Library System provides services and support that assist Westchester public libraries’ efforts to empower 
and improve communities with extensive open access to information, technology, and personal development tools. 


