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WLS Internet Use Policy Revision

At the 11/28/2017 Meeting, the WLS Board approved the start of
implementation of e-Rate for school year 2018-2019 using Open
DNS filtering with Internet Watch Foundation categories and full
implementation of the Tor browser. Use of filtering will require
revision of the current WLS Internet Use Policy #10 in order to
bring it into compliance with e-Rate requirements.

Attached for your information is the proposed revised Internet
Safety and Use Policy. This draft has been brought to the
Governance Committee for review. Additional text is shown as
underscored items and deletions are shown as strikeout.

Any comments or suggestions can be made to the members of the
Governance Committee. Approval of the policy will be sought at
a future meeting.



WESTCHESTER LIBRARY SYSTEM POLICY #10
Subject: Internet Safety and Use
Application: Employees, customers, consultants, contractors, vendors and visitors

General
Westchester Library System (WLS) and its member public libraries endeavor to develop services
that meet the cultural, informational, educational, and recreational needs of Westchester County's
diverse, multicultural community by providing access to Internet resources ineluding-soeial
media-and-blogging-sites that offer many valuable local, national and international sources of
information. Information and resources on the Internet enhance those already held in the library
and often go beyond what is locally available. Users are iged to take advantage of the
Internet, but also and to exercise discretion, good ju ment and ¢o

diseretion in their use of it.

Confidentiality

olicies, goals and objectives of this
" by a patron to be a library record
cribed by section 4509 of NYS

may result in loss of éy eges and criminal prosecution. Use of the WLS Internet
gateway/connection is inter r private, non-commercial activities, and does not permit
unauthorized sales and marketing of products or services.

Access by Minors
As with other library materials, the restriction of a child’s access to the Internet is the
responsibility of the parent/legal guardian.

As required by the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), in order to be eligible for certain
federal funding, WLS has implemented filtering on all Internet-accessible devices connected to
its computer network. The filter protects against access to obscene materials including child




pornography. which in the case of persons (minors) under the age of 17 has been deemed by
WLS to be harmful.

Users should be aware that all filters, including the filter used by WLS. operate with a certain
degree of “underblocking” (i.e. permitting access to certain material that is intended to be
blocked) and “overblocking” (i.e. denying access to certain constitutionally protected material
that is not intended to be blocked). WLS has attempted to implement a filter that complies with
CIPA while providing library patrons with the broadest possible access to constitutionally
protected speech and information. WLS cannot and does not guarantee that the filter will block
all obscenity, child pornography or materials to minors. WLS also cannot and does not guarantee
that the filter will not restrict access to sites that may have legitimate research or other value.

In order to help address the issue of overblocking and
protected speech and information, WLS requests that :
email to it+filtering@wlsmail org to request unblocking of an incorrectly blocked site. In
addition, any user who is 17 years of age or olﬁydéfrﬁay disable the filter in order to obtain
unfiltered Internet access by following the instructions provided on the comiputer screen or other
instructions as WLS may provide from time to ti
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