
Library Field Ranger 

Metropolitan New York Library Council 

 

About the Library Field 

The Library Field is a project of the Metropolitan New York Library Council (METRO). 
METRO’s mission is to create a sustainable culture of creativity, collaboration, and open 
exchange for libraries, archives, museums, and cultural institutions in the Metropolitan 
New York region and around the world. 

The Library Field is an open-air laboratory where library and archives workers can 
reestablish their connection to nature, reflect on the work they do, and consider why they 
do it. METRO’s network of hundreds of libraries and archives across the New York region 
are invited to use this as a place to host their own outdoor programs, attend METRO’s 
programs, and to visit and enjoy this restorative environment. The Field itself is a secluded 
26-acre location just 40 minutes north of Manhattan in New Castle, New York. The location 
features two woodland ponds, historic ruins, beautiful hiking trails, and relatively healthy 
ecosystem. It is directly adjacent to another 82-acre nature preserve. 

METRO is currently working with the town and the county to obtain the permits necessary 
to build a small garage and experimental library facility on the property. Our goal is to do 
this with minimal environmental impact while preserving the peaceful and contemplative 
nature of the location. The grounds will be opened for public access from dawn to dusk. 
Now, prior to building any facilities, the Library Field is open for ongoing participatory and 
co-design exercises, program prototyping, and experiments of all kinds that will help to 
inform the future of our work in this unique setting. We anticipate this interactive, process-
focused phase will go on for years, and it will be critical to informing any further 
development or interventions at the site. 

Position Overview 

To support and coordinate this work, METRO is seeking a hybrid librarian / park ranger — a 
new role that we invite you to grow and graft with us at METRO’s Library Field! The Library 
Field Ranger’s greatest responsibility will be the supervision and oversight of all on-site 
activities at the Library Field. Some of our expectations of the Library Field Ranger fall into 
the following categories: 

Outreach, Vision, and Foundational Knowledge 

https://libraryfield.org/
https://metro.org/


• You are a leader, connector, and steward who will bring your own vision and ability 
to network the Library Field and METRO membership with other related initiatives 
across Westchester County and in the greater New York Metropolitan area.  

• You have experience working with, for, or in partnership with libraries, archives, 
museums, and other cultural institutions (the LAM world).  

• You have any experience working with some combination of the following: 
environmental organizations, capital projects, fundraising, or media production. 

• In addition to experience in the LAM world, you must show passion and curiosity for 
how library work connects to other disciplines and fields of practice, including 
ecology, environmental studies, and/or the natural sciences; as well as the arts and 
design.  

• You may bring your own research and/or artistic and technical practice, and expand 
upon it or adjust it to develop programs and projects that benefit other METRO 
program areas and METRO member institutions.  

• You are excited about an opportunity to join us early in our journey, and to help align 
METRO’s vision for the project with your own. You understand that the Library Field 
is a long-term project, and we are just laying the groundwork.  

Operations 

• You will be responsible for supervision and oversight of all on-site activities at the 
Library Field. 

• Supervision of programs and events organized by METRO and METRO member 
institutions. 

• Management of relationships, projects, and site visits from contractors and other 
partners related to site development, permitting, design and construction: 
designers, engineers, municipal authorities, etc. 

• Site maintenance. This is a physical job, and applicants should be prepared to 
safely operate equipment, use hand tools, set up and break down tents, picnic 
tables, chairs, and more. 

• You are a local resident or intend to become a local resident, and you are able to 
travel across our entire service region — which encompasses all of NYC and 
Westchester County — and into neighboring terrain.  

• You must have a valid drivers license and provide your own transportation. 



• You should be comfortable learning about and working with technologies that are 
new to you, like audio equipment or environmental sensors. 

• You should be comfortable with a flexible schedule.  

• The nature of the work will vary according to the seasons and the weather.  

• You may work offsite during the coldest part of winter and the hottest part of 
summer, and you will use the off-season for planning and virtual programming. 

• Weekend and evening work will be required during busy seasons, particularly spring 
and fall. Because of this, traditional workweek hours will be lighter and more 
flexible.  

• You are comfortable working outdoors. Right now, The Library Field has no physical 
structures in place, aside from a portable restroom. All of the things you would 
expect to find in a suburban northeastern forest are present: ticks, poison ivy, and 
other wildlife that one must be aware of and knowledgeable about. If you are not 
comfortable in this environment, this is not the right role for you. 

Team Player, Independent Worker 

• You are a curious, outgoing, creative, gregarious individual.  

• You are an independent thinker, capable of using good judgement and making 
sound decisions in daily operations while also building external partnerships.  

• You can balance your independent implementation and execution of a vision at the 
Library Field with a sensibility and demeanor that integrates well with the rest of the 
METRO team. 

How to Apply  

The Library Field Ranger is a full-time job (35 hours / week) with a flexible schedule.  

Compensation for this position is $70,000/yr. We offer a comprehensive benefits package 
including health, dental, and vision plans. 

Applications for this position will be accepted through July 31. Please send a cover letter 
and your resume to info@metro.org. This position is scheduled to begin in September of 
2026, with some flexibility on the start date.  

METRO is an equal opportunity employer. All applicants will be considered for employment 
without attention to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status. 



 


