
Westchester Library System  Action Item #1 (03/29/16) 
 

 
Item: Acceptance of the WLS System Annual Report to New York State 
 
Background: Annually all public libraries and library systems that receive funding from the State 

of New York are responsible for submitting an annual report of operational and 
financial activities.   

 There was one major change to the Annual Report in 2015 that affected both the 
system and member library Reports, had to do with the definition of electronic 
databases, which the State now refers to as electronic collections and includes  
Freading as an electronic collection.  In 2014, WLS counted individual titles from 
Freading as electronic books (e-books); audio downloadable units or video 
downloadable units, as applicable.  Under this new definition, it only counts as 1 
electronic collection and its usage no longer is included with library circulation 
transactions.  

 The System Annual Report had not been submitted pending an answer from 
Albany regarding proper reporting procedures for WLS’s Central Library 
Development Aid.  The answer was just recently received, and a copy of the 
Report that is ready for submission is attached. 

 
Status: Below are some of the highlights from the 2015 report: 

 In relation to the WLS-PLDA Integrated Library System (ILS) Committee’s 2014 
recommendation to renew the SirsiDynix contract, products such as NoveList Plus, 
NoveList Select and Zepheira were purchased to improve access to library content 
and to make the catalog more discoverable and engaging 

 Open source software was explored 
 IT training was initiated in 2015 and self-learning tools were expanded 

(Lynda.com, University of Fashion) 
 Other IT updates included completion of the environment set-up for the Virtual 

Desktop Infrastructure (VDI) pilot project and upgrade to the catalog’s patron 
privacy and ADA compliance 

 Westchester Seniors Out Speaking (WSOS): 79 trained volunteers; 1,200 session 
hours hosted at 10 library sites; 1,459 counseling interactions held (inclusive of 
Helpline support); 351 Presentations given with 14,162 participants; Senior Law 
Day sponsor and website host 

 TASC Connect! Program:  Tutoring and information sessions were offered at 6 
library sites for a total of 1,092 hours with 1,704 client sessions and 712 
individual clients  

 Interlibrary Loan instituted at all 3 Corrections Facilities; Julie Ann Polasko was 
hired as Librarian I at the Sing Sing Correctional Facility Library 

 Library Staff Training programs focusing on mental health education were 
implemented 

 WLS received 2015 Distinguished Public Health Service Award from Westchester 
County Board of Health 

 
Recommended  
Action: Staff recommends acceptance of the 2015 WLS Annual Report to the Division of 

Library Development of the State Education Department. 

 
 
March 29, 2015 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2015 WLS SYSTEM ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Financial Data  2015 2014 

FY15 Total Operating Fund Receipts $7,726,801 $6,898,281 
FY15 Total Operating Fund Disbursements & 
Transfers 

$7,284,998 $7,111,261 

 
Item 2015 2014 

Total System Circulation – Note: This number 
does not reflect member library circulation. 

12,345 7,976 

System Holdings: 
  Cataloged Book Holdings 
  Electronic Holdings [down due to new definition 

of Freading] 
  All Other Holdings (databases) 

 
67 

23,666 
 

17 

 
463 

65,625 
 

11 
Number of titles in ILS bibliographic database 972,927 1,011,776 
Number of new titles added by the system 40,189 45,372 
Number of holdings in the WLS Union Catalog 3,912,287 4,000,302 
Number of holdings added to WLS Union 

Catalog 
251,507 250,267 

Total ILL activity 21,901 18,010 
Total continuing education/staff development 

sessions 
200 179 

Total continuing education/staff development 
participants                                

2,355 3,886 

Total consulting & technical assistance services 
contacts 

8,393 8,177 

Total WEBS individual/group counseling sessions 
participants and workshop participants 

2,142 2,300 

Total items transported by delivery system-wide 2,312,694 2,423,076 
Total visits to system website 1,968,172 1,869,163 
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