




Why build language collections in Libraries? 

 

 

 

 

Data from 2010 Census 

 21.8 % of Westchester County’s population is of Hispanic or Latino descent 

 In Ossining, Latinos make up 30% of the population 

 32.7% of Westchester County’s population speak a language other than English at 

home 

 
I asked librarians and staff from the member libraries why language 

collections are important. 

 Mariel Perez Community Outreach Librarian in the White Plains Public Library 
said, "Libraries should serve entire communities. Everyone has the right to 
information, even non-English speakers." 
 

 Aurora Cruz Head of Adult & Reference Services in the Yonkers Public Library-
Riverfront Library states, "Literacy is important in every language and libraries 
promote literacy." 
 

 Tanya Soto from The Field Library in Peekskill stresses, "Libraries are a safe haven 
for people of all walks of life. For a patron, who struggles with a language barrier--
libraries, sometimes, are their only beacon of hope. Offering materials in multiple 
languages is as if we are putting down a welcome mat. Nothing makes people more 
comfortable than being able to understand something in their native tongue." 

 
 Diana Lennon, a librarian from the Greenburgh Public Library, retells her favorite 

story about a Colombian patron she encouraged to join the Spanish book club. He 

admitted he wasn’t a reader and didn’t know what to do in a book club. He read the 

book, came to the session and fully participated.  Afterwards, he told her—it was the 

third book he ever read in his life.  He participates each month in the book club. 

 Tata Canuelas from the White Plains Public Library relates, "All immigrants, like 
those that came before them, want to keep some connection with their traditions 
while adapting to the new culture. Offering language collections in libraries sends a 
message of acceptance and inclusion. The public library is a home away from home, 
where they can feel welcomed without feeling different." 



Some parents don’t feel comfortable reading to their children in English. They feel far 

more at ease reading in their native tongue. 

Why are language collections important in our libraries? 

We are promoting literacy between a parent and their child or convincing a man that he 

can read a book and share his thoughts with others.  Many patrons are learning how to 

read and write in their own language—not just in English. 

What do the Westchester libraries do? 

 We promote literacy 

 We’re inclusive 

 We build communities—who happen to speak Spanish, French, Creole, Italian, 

Chinese, Russian, Portuguese, etc. 

 

We need to offer collections and programs in English and other languages. 

 
How do we measure success in libraries? 

 

I would say, we are only as successful as our community! 

It is our mission to offer free access to information, to independent study, to recreation 

and the arts. English & non-English speakers are part of our neighborhoods—they 

contribute to the community, they pay taxes, they vote for our elected officials.  

It is essential for libraries to meet the needs of our multilingual communities. 
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