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17th Annual Book and Author Luncheon 
The 17

th
 Annual Book and Author Luncheon took place on April 17

th
 at the Trump 

National Golf Club.  And, as always, the luncheon was a wonderful success.  

Congratulations and thank yous are in order for Kate Meyer and the luncheon committee 

for a job well-done.  We had over 250 people in attendance and our full compliment of 

authors, Dee Dee Myers, Andrew Gross, Josh Swiller and Susan Choi, all spoke 

eloquently and passionately about their work.  Ernie Anastos, TV Anchor, was a fabulous 

addition to the program; and State Assemblywoman Amy Paulin appeared thrilled with 

her recognition.  Thanks also to our sponsors—Entergy Nuclear Northeast, Consolidated 

Edison and H.W. Wilson—whose support helps to keep the cost of the luncheon ticket at 

reasonable levels and provides invaluable support towards our advocacy efforts on behalf 

of our members.  We also sold nearly $10,000 in journal ads—a new benchmark.  The 

final numbers are being tallied and an overall financial report will be available for the 

May Board meeting.   

 

Health Advocacy Resource Center News 

Westchester Library System opened the second of two Health Advocacy Resource 

Centers at the John C. Hart Memorial Library on April 1
st
.  The event was attended by 

Town Supervisor of Yorktown Don Peters and representatives from State Senator 

Vincent Leibell’s and United States Congressman John Hall’s offices as well as staff and 

volunteers from the Hart Library, WLS and Medicare Rights Center.  Channel 12 News 

also filmed the ribbon cutting.   

 

During the month of April, the WLS Director and Philip Figario, WLS Bookmobile 

Driver, made presentations at a number of senior centers in Yonkers, Mount Vernon and 

Yorktown to raise awareness of the Health Advocacy Resource Centers as well as the 

upcoming bookmobile service. 

 

WCA’s Report from Washington 

WLS Board President Patricia Fontanella, WLS Director Siobhan Reardon and WLS 

Executive Assistant Elise Burke attended the Westchester County Association’s ―Report 

from Washington‖ luncheon at Tappan Hill on April 14
th

.  All three members of the 

Westchester’s congressional delegation were in attendance.  An item of note from the 

luncheon was that one year ago the crowning issue for Westchester’s businesses – both 

for profit and not-for-profit – was Iraq – this year it is the economy 3:1.  Other areas of 
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focus at the luncheon were health care, Iraq, how much the federal government should 

intervene in the banking and mortgage crisis, energy issues, and whether Hilary should 

drop out. 

 

Creative Aging in Libraries 

The Westchester Library System and member libraries have been approached by The 

Helen Andrus Benedict Foundation to consider applying for a grant in partnership with 

an organization entitled Lifetime Arts, Inc. to provide arts programming for seniors in 

libraries throughout Westchester County.  The purpose of the grant – which will have a 

competitive element to it and is a pilot project – will be for libraries to become the place 

for older adults (55+) to create art.  Member libraries will need to apply for a grant to 

support this effort.  Grants will range between $1,500 and $5,000.  The total dollar value 

of funding for the various grants will total $25,000.  WLS will act as the fiscal agent for 

the program on behalf of the members and will participate in the decision making 

process.  WLS will also support member libraries in publicizing the program.  Lifetime 

Arts is the lead applicant to the Benedict Foundation and will be responsible for 

providing technical training and assistance to the members in the grant application 

process and will also be responsible for connecting artists and arts organizations with the 

libraries.  Should the grant application be approved by the Benedict Foundation, it would 

begin in July 2008 with the member libraries application for grants due in October 2008.  

The actual programs would begin in the first quarter 2009. 

 

Bok-o-maten Update 

The Scarsdale Public Library is moving ahead with the purchase of the first Bok-o-maten 

book vending machine for Westchester County.  Contracts are currently being prepared.  

In addition, WLS is in negotiation with Ciba Specialty Chemicals management to install 

the current display vending machine in the lobby of 540 White Plains Road.  We expect 

the installation to be complete during the summer 2008. 

 

Important Dates to Remember 

NYSALB Institute – May 2-3, Saratoga Springs 

Next Board Meeting:  May 27, 2008 

WLS Trustee Institute – June 5th 

ALA Annual Conference – Anaheim, June 26-July 1 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Siobhan A. Reardon 

Director 



LIST OF VISITS AND MEETINGS ATTENDED 

March 21 – April 18, 2008 

 
 

MARCH 

25 William Ryan, Chair, Westchester County Board of Legislators, and Gary Krist, 

White Plains 

 Westchester County Intelligent Community Movie, White Plains 

 WLS Board Meeting 

26-29 Public Library Association (PLA) National Conference - Minneapolis, MN 

31 Scotti Center, 680 Bronx River Road, Yonkers 

 

 

APRIL 

1 Opening of 2
nd

 Health Advocacy Resource Center at John C. Hart Memorial 

Library, Shrub Oak 

 NEJC Hall, 11 Salisbury Road, Yonkers 

2 Yorktown Nutritional Center, 1974 Commerce Street, Yorktown 

3 Dole Senior Citizen Center, 250 South 6th Avenue, Mount Vernon 

 Library Trustee Open House for Rivertown Libraries, Hastings-on-Hudson 

Public Library 

4 Chema Center, 435 Riverdale Avenue, Yonkers 

 Cola Center, 945 North Broadway, Yonkers 

5 Pelham Arts Center Gala, Pelham Country Club 

7 Barbara Greenberg, Helen Andrus Benedict Foundation, at WLS 

 Patricia Dohrenwend, Trustee 

8 Armory Senior Citizens Center, 144 North 5th Avenue, Mount Vernon 

 Nepperhan Center, 342 Warburton Avenue, Yonkers 

9 Arts Award Luncheon, Rye Town Hilton 

 Interviews for Director of External Affairs Position at WLS 

10 The Field Library (Peekskill) Board Meeting 

11 The Volunteer Center (TVC) Volunteer Awards Celebration, Doral Arrowwood, 

Rye Brook 

 Co-Communications at WLS 

 Interviews for Director of External Affairs Position at WLS 

14 Westchester County Association Report from Washington, Tappan Hill, 

Tarrytown 

 Westchester County Business Journal’s Working Women of Westchester 

(WOW) Reception, 1133 Westchester Avenue Atrium, White Plains 

15 WLS Administrative Committee 

16 Business Council of Westchester (BCW) Business Hall of Fame, Glen Island 

Harbour Club, New Rochelle 

17 PLDA General Membership Meeting at WLS 

 WLS Book & Author Luncheon 

18 Presentation at Women’s Enterprise Development Center  

 


